
21 November 2018 (MIA) – RECONCILIATION DOES NOT EQUAL IMPUNITY  

 

Ambassadors of Germany and the Netherlands, H.E. Thomas Gerberich and H.E. 

Vauter Plomp are decisive that reconciliation does not mean impunity, and that 

perpetrators of criminal acts must hold responsibility for their actions, commenting on 

the asylum of Nikola Gruevski and the draft-law on amnesty for April 27.  

“Regarding Nikola Gruevski's recent asylum application, I will not interfere with the 

work of the independent justice system, but I am convinced of one thing, that 

reconciliation of the society as a whole can only be achieved if the perpetrators of 

criminal offences took  responsibility for their actions. Reconciliation does not mean 

impunity”, emphasizes German Ambassador Thomas Gerberich at the kickoff event 

of the Twinning project on "Strengthening the Penitentiary System and the Probation 

Service". He pointed out that one of the key reforms in the country is the reform of 

the justice system with the aim, as he said, to create a society based on the rule of 

law, and respect to human rights and freedoms. – “This Twinning project comes in a 

very important period for Macedonia, because after the positive outcome of the 

process for implementation of the Prespa Agreement, I hope that the path for joining 

your country in NATO and the EU will be paved, and then the Macedonian 

Government will be able to fully concentrate on the reform processes that must lead 

to the creation of a new Macedonian society, where legal certainty shall prevail” said 

Gerberich.  He added that as the lead partner in this Twinning Project, Germany will 

offer its expertise for effectuation of the concrete operational results and project 

goals, in order to help strengthen the efficiency of the justice system in Macedonia. 

The German ambassador pointed out that the realization of these goals will help 

improve the probation service and improve and strengthen the capacities of the state 

in the probation services, as well as to improve the awareness of the community for 

reintegration of these people.  

Dutch Ambassador Plomp reiterated that reconciliation does not mean impunity. 

“The Netherlands has repeatedly emphasized the importance of the rule of law not 

only to meet the criteria for membership into the EU, but also to improve the 

standard of living in Macedonia. “Regarding the need for reconciliation, I must recall 

that reconciliation does not mean impunity, I fully support the views of my German 

counterpart,” said Plopp. He reiterated that the Netherlands have been supporting 

Macedonia in reforms that are not easy and that is why the Netherlands are here to 

help the country as a partner, and that the Macedonian institutions will use the 

knowledge and experience from the Netherlands and Germany in the field of 

probation.  

 

 

 

 

 



Probation Service - significant factor for reintegration of offenders  

 

Skopje, 21 November 2018 (MIA) 

 

Probation Service will be of tremendous help in reintegration and rehabilitation of 

perpetrators of criminal offences, will help reduce recidivism, and by strengthening 

the probation service will significantly help reintegration and rehabilitation of 

perpetrators of criminal offences, the increased awareness of the community, will 

enable easier integration of these people in the society. This was highlighted today 

at the kickoff ceremony of the IPA 2014 Twinning project "Strengthening the 

Penitentiary System and the Probation Service".   

“The European Convention on Human Rights states that no one should be subjected 

to torture, to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. One aspect is the 

humane treatment of convicted persons and providing decent conditions in 

penitentiary institutions with appropriate capacities for personal development of 

convicts,” said Justice Minister Renata Deskoska in her address on the occasion of 

the project kickoff. She pointed out that prisons should primarily be facilities for 

correction of the behavior of persons who had committed a criminal offense, not a 

repressive mechanism for deprivation of liberty. “This is why the second most 

significant aspect is the re-socialization of the convicted persons and provides 

answer to the question what we as a society will do to help correct that behavior, to 

properly invest in these people who will return tomorrow to the society” Deskovska. 

She pointed out that, as stated in the recommendations of the Council of Europe 

regarding overcrowding of prisons, deprivation of liberty as a sanction should be the 

last pronounced measure. “One of the characteristics in the former period is the 

persistence of imprisonment as the most often pronounced sentence by the courts. 

This removal from the community and the family may in some cases be the easiest 

option but may lead to a missed opportunity of the perpetrator to work on the 

reasons as to why the person had committed a particular crime, in a structured 

manner, while remaining close to the community and the family,” Minister  

Deskovska said. He pointed out that the introduction of the probation service will 

greatly help in the reintegration and rehabilitation of perpetrators, reducing 

reoffending, and help reduce the prison population. Alternative sanctions, Justice 

Minister added, shall provide effective methods for managing perpetrators in the 

community, for those perpetrators who do not need a prison sentence, as well as 

those for whom probation as a punishment is not sufficient in itself. The Director of 

the Directorate for Execution of Sanction Jovica Stojanovik said the project is 

implemented with the support of the European Commission and the twinning 

partners from the EU, Germany and Holland.  

“This Project covers two components: one regarding the development of 

management of facilities and institutions in Macedonia, and the second component, 

which is even more important for us is establishment of a probation service on the 

whole territory of Macedonia,” Stojanovic said.  



Mr. Stefan von der Beck, State Secretary in the Federal State of Lower Saxony in 

Germany, said that there should be a multidisciplinary approach in this part of the 

justice system. “I believe that successful reintegration of these people in society 

requires exceptional cooperation, between the penitentiary system and the probation 

service. That system should be well established in order to prepare our future 

neighbors for life upon release from prison,” said Mr. von der Beck. He said he was 

in the past in charge of the justice system and the probation service in Lower 

Saxony, which has eight million inhabitants, and that there are 5,000 prisoners , and 

about 20,000 people currently in probation, that is, under the supervision of the 

probation service, but live freely in the community. “Your country has a modern 

European Criminal Code, which allows for alternative sanctions, probation, but 

unfortunately its implementation is lagging. And that is why I hope that this Twinning 

project will be an important element and shall initiate the development and 

implementation of best practices from the EU in this direction,” said the German 

State Secretary von der Beck. The beneficiary of the project "Strengthening of the 

Penitentiary System and the Probation Service" is the Directorate for Execution of 

Sanctions, and implementing partners are the Foundation for International Legal 

Cooperation from Germany (IRZ) and the Center for International Legal Cooperation 

from the Netherlands (CILC).  


